Education
Human-beings are strong only because they have information. Information we get from our own experience is not enough to satisfy our needs and we have to share it between ourselves. Therefore education system is created. It helps to convey knowledge of past generations to younger ones in more accurate way. It is very important task because the future of the civilisation depends on it.

Our time makes great demands on people. Amount of knowledge which is necessary for work is increasing. Old way to learn things is not sufficient anymore. Furthermore education system is wrong because it is based on an adult conception of that child should be and of how child should learn. Moreover the pupil in our schools loses their individualities. Therefore we have to change education system.

On the other hand the modification of the education system is very crucial and difficult job. Many great experts are tying to improve it but people who work in the ministry of education impede very much. And only after a union of teachers’, pupil’s and government’s efforts the level of the education in Lithuania will begin to grow.

Thus as far as I am concerned I have my vision of ideal school. In my mind’s eye  we should allow children to be themselves. Moreover pupils are  individualities therefore we have to work with each individually. Although it is only the dream but we have to seek for it.

In general our education system is not so bad. Each year thousands pupils finish secondary schools and try to enter universities.             

Education in Lithuania



Main shit

Education is compulsory in Lithuania. Children start school at age of seven. They can stay at secondary school for 12 years but some of them leave it after tenth form. These pupils usually go to vocational junior colleges (proftechos) and trade schools where they can get both secondary education and qualification.And also they leard a trade. But these schools are getting less popular now, because more and more students want to study at the University.

Money for education

   Officially education in Lithuania is free, but reality shows different things. At universities there are students who pay for their studies big money. And that is a problem in Lithuania. Secondary education is officially and practically free, although there are some private schools where pupils can get the same education. But now secondary education is getting more and more expensive because of the lack of literature and other learning tools. 

In Vilnius there are few Universities (high schools). The most famous are Vilnius University and Gediminas Technical University. These high schools have the biggest number of students and in Vilnius they are the biggest. Other Universities to mention: Kaunas Technical University (KTU), Klaipeda University, Vilnius Pedagogical University. Also there are some high schools like Lithuanian Law Academy. There are some famous foreign high schools which are very popular among Lithuanian students. Some of them are Concordia International Tallin, SSE Riga, Concordia International (other foreign countries), Harward University UK, etc.

Vilnius University was founded in 1579, when Vilnius College was transformed to University status. Now the University has 12 departments, 4 institutes. Now VU has about ~15 thousand students. 

In Lithuania high school education is acknowledged after ending of main studies. The people who finish the main studies obtain the degree of bachelor of special qualification. Bachelor is the first academical degree, which shows that a person has high education and the main background of selected studies. People must collect not less than 160 credits – and that means 6400 hours. These studies are finished with exams or final bachelor work. 

To obtain master of science you need to finish the bachelor studies first. The master of science degree means the preparation to practical activities or achieve he doctor thesis. The master of science lasts 2 years and you have to collect 80 credits. After these studies the person is given a diploma in master sciences.

We are studying in Vilnius University Communication faculty. This faculty is not very old, almost the youngest of all faculties and academies. In this faculty people can find the specialities of Library Science, Information management (Informology), Journalism and Business Information management. All these types of studies are not very old, except the library science which was a part of History dept. curriculum and only later it became as Communication science. The youngest studies is Business Information management. It was created only 10 years or so ago. These studies are made in cooperation with Economics Faculty. The studies of informology are the most popular in this faculty. The science information management became popular only 10 or 20 years ago, because of the so called information revolution. Information is becoming more and more strategically important thing. To be successful is to have information. So these studies are interesting and many choose it because of good future perspectives. Library science has the biggest number of people, but it is not so popular because young people think that this speciality has no perspective. The studies of journalism are also very popular and they have the smallest number of available places. These studies are far away because of its geographical position, so it is hard to communicate.

School education:
General secondary education is provided at triple level, twelve-year general education schools. One or more levels, i.e. primary: forms 1-4 (age 6/7 to 10/11); lower secondary: forms 5-10 (age 10/11 to 16/17); and secondary: forms 11-12 (age 16/17 to 18/19) can form an independent establishment. The Ministry of Education and Science regulates the length of the academic year. Other types of general education schools include gymnasiums and international baccalaureate schools. Gymnasiums provide an in-depth specialized general education and set higher requirments for pupils. They usually have forms 1-4 consisting of pupils in their 9-12 school years. Lithuanian gymnasiums specialize in the Humanities (Classical and/or Contemporary Languages and Social Sciences), Practical Arts (Natural Sciences, Technology and Economics) and Fine Arts (Art and Music). Gymnasiums offering these specialities have a four-year curriculum. Pupils must have completed the eight grades in a general education school. Fine arts gymnasiums offer a 6- to 9-year curriculum. Graduates of secondary education, after passing the Maturity examinations, are awarded the Maturity Certificate which gives access to higher education. Thos who complete secondary education but do not take the Maturity examinations are awarded a Secondary School Graduation Certificate.General secondary education is also offered in appropriate vocational schools. Adults can acquire a general education at adult general education schools (training centres) and adult departments (classes) at general education schools. Pupils undergoing treatment in sanatoriums can acquire a general education at the sanatorium's own general education school. Special schools are devoted to children with special needs. Child welfare establishments for educating learning-impaired children are also attached to these schools. Youth schools provide initial work skills and a general education for those having trouble adapting to society or not wishing to study at other schools.
Higher education:
In Lithuania, higher education is provided by 26 higher education institutions (HEI): 15 state university level institutions, 4Â  state non-university HEI, 4 non-state university level HEI and 3 non-state non-university level HEI.Â  Undergraduate studies last for four to five years in HEI. A professiobnal qualification can be obtained together with a degree (at university level) or separately (non-university level). Upon completing a Bachelor's programme, students can follow a specialized professional or Master's programme that lasts for one-and-a-half to two years.Doctoral studies last for four years, of which one-and-a-half to two years are devoted to preparing for Doctoral examinations. Candidates must prepare and publicly defend a doctoral dissertation to be awarded a Doctoral degree. The Lithuanian Government, on the recommendation of the Science Council of Lithuania, grants the right for research and HEI accept candidates and award Doctoral Degrees in a speciality. State research institutes (29), in an effort to integrate research and higher education, are organizing joint doctoral curricula with institutions of higher education.
Main laws/decrees governing higher education:
Decree: Law on Higher Education Year: 2000
Concerns: All higher education institutions
Academic year: 
Classes from: Sep to: Jun
Long vacation from: 1 Jul to: 31 Aug
Languages of instruction: Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, English, German, French
Stages of studies:
Post-secondary studies (technical/vocational type): 
Non-university level:
There are 7 non-university level HEI that provide higher education. Studies last for 3 to 4 years. Students should hold a Maturity Certificate or Diploma from a junior college. After completion of studies, a Higher Education Diploma is conferred.
 
University level studies: 
University level first stage: Basic studies (Pagrindines studijos):
Basic studies lead to a Bachelor's Degree or a professional qualification and generally last for four or five years (160 credits, 1 credit being one week of student work, 40 hours workload per week). They include general theory, speciality theory and practical subject modules. The programme may lead to a professional qualification (Diploma) such as teacher, engineer, artist etc
University level second stage: Specialized or Master's studies (Magistras):
Upon completion of a basic study programme, graduates may pursue specialized professional studies or studies leading to a Master's Degree which last for one-and-a-half to two years. Specialized professional study programmes lead to professional qualifications, e.g. the qualification of medical doctor.
University level third stage: Doctoral studies (DoktorantÅ«ra):
The Doctorate may usually be awarded after the candidate has obtained a Master's Degree, a professional qualification or an equivalent Certificate. It takes no more than four years, of which one-and-a-half to two years are spent on doctoral courses. The volume of these courses is no less than five subjects with final examinations, each subject taking moreÂ  than 45 hours. Upon completion of the doctoral course, a doctoral thesis must be prepared and publicly defended in order for the candidate to qualify for the Doctorate. Doctoral studies must be jointly organized by higher education and research institutions.
University level fourth stage: Habilitation/Habilitacija:
The highest academic research qualification, the Habilituotas Daktaras, is awarded to holders of a Doctorate who have published significant scientific results in relevant Lithuanian or international journals as well as in monograph or habilitation theses
Education

Education is compulsory in our country. Children start school at the age of seven. They can stay at school for twelve years but some of them leave school at the end of the ninth form. These pupils usually go to vocational junior colleges or trod schools where they can get both secondary education and the qualification. Education is free, everybody can go to a university or any higher school after finishing secondary school. In Lithuania children go to school five days a week. There is no school on Saturdays and Sundays. The school year begins in September and ends in the middle of June. There are three terms in a school year. I attend school called Gerosios Vilties. I have been going this school for twelve years now. Our school was build In 1965. It is a white, three storied building. There are about a 1500 pupils and hundred teachers in it. Our school is situated in a nice and quiet place. It is surrounded by beautiful lawns and playgrounds. Near the school there is a large sports field. In front of the school you can see a lot of young trees planted by our school leavers. My school is rather large, so it is very noisy inside during breaks. We study Lithuanian, English, Russian, history, mathematics, chemistry, biology, music and other subjects. There are lessons of handicrafts for girls and manual training for the boys. As well as special classrooms for most of the subjects taught at school, we have also got woodwork and metalwork shops, a gymnasium, a school hall and a library. There are two chorus in our school. The atmosphere in the school is rather friendly and democratic. I think I’ll remember my classmates, my teachers for a long time.

